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the Sonoma Baylands site had subsided five to
six feet—well below Mean Tide Level and well
below the level at which marsh vegetation can
survive. At first glance the solution seemed
simple: just fill the site with dredged material
back up to the level of the original marshplain,
which is about the level of the tide at Mean
Higher High Water (MHHW), then breach the
levee and walk away.

In fact, this was the very approach used in
the first restoration projects on San Francisco
Bay about 20 years ago. At Pond 3 in Hayward
(in 1975) and at Muzzi Marsh in Corte Madera
(in 1976) (see sidebars, p. 24), dredged material
was pumped onto the site, and, after the sur-
plus water was decanted, tidal action was rein-
troduced by breaching the levee. Some major
tidal channels were excavated by bulldozers,
and some experimental plantings of cordgrass
were carried out.

Now if you go out and look at these sites, at
first glance they seem fine—they all are covered
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by the Marin Community Foundation, Marin
Audubon Society, and King & Lyons, a
development firm. These nongovernmental
organizations recognized that, unfortunately,
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